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7 March 2013
To Whom It May Concern:

IDRS has learned the tragic news about the potential loss of reed-making materials for
Hichiriki. For more than 1.200 years, the best reed making materials for this instrument
have been harvested from the riverbanks of the Yodogawa River between Osaka and Kyoto.
A planned highway will forever destroy this essential resource.

We understand the impact and the significance of the destruction of a vital resource for
Hichiriki. a critical instrument for the performance of Gagaku. The destruction will have a
serious negative consequence on the performance of Gagaku and the musical culture of
Japan. In western culture, all reed wind instruments (including the ancient bagpipe) use
reeds made from cane (arundo donax). The best reed cane grows only in a few areas of the
Var region of France, and virtually all professional reed players in the world use reeds
made from Var. If the resource for this reed cane were to be destroyed, its obliteration
would have a catastrophic impact on western music making and culture.

Gagaku is an art form and a cultural icon with more than 1.300 years of history and
tradition. Gagaku. and its impeccably preserved performance practice, are uniquely
Japanese and must be preserved. Gagaku has existed for more than a millennium, and itis a
treasure and a heritage that must be protected. The destruction of the essential resource for
Hichiriki for the sake of a highway is iconoclastic and a tragedy.

IDRS is the worldwide organization of double reed players, instrument manufacturers, and
enthusiasts with members in more than 50 countries. We stand together with the Imperial
Household Agency of Japan, ethnomusicologists. Gagaku-lovers and our fellow double-
reed artists. and emphatically support the call for the protection and preservation of the
riverbanks of the Yodogawa River, where the soul of Hichiriki resides.

Sincerely,
The IDRS Executive Board

President First Vice President

Martin Schuring, Professor of Oboe Keith Sweger, Professor of Bassoon
School of Music Arizona State Ball State University Muncie, IN 47304
University-0405 Tempe, AZ 85287-0405 Bus: (765) 285-5511 Fax: (765) 285-5401
Bus: (480) 965-3439 Fax: (480) 965-2659
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